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Sliire erse Ueam

These ‘Gentle Giants’ of the Brewery were the descendents of the battle
steeds introduced into England by William the Conqueror. Known as
‘Destriers’, these massive horses, closer to the short-legged Suffolk Punch
than the Shire, were capable of carrying a man sheathed in heavy steel
armour and chain-mail, weighing up to 400lbs. As warfare changed in the
17t and 18t centuries and cavalry required lighter, speedier mounts in battle,
demand for the heavy horse came from agriculture, the canals and especially
the large common brewers who needed their enormous casks of porter
carried.

By the end of the 19t Century several breeds, the Shire, Clydesdale, Suffolk
Punch and Percheron were used as dray horses. Thwaites chose to use the
best known breed, the mighty Shire horse with its white blaze, black body
and fringed hooves.

These were the horses resplendent in their black leather harness and
polished brass and steel fittings that drew the laden 19%-century drays,
reminiscent of old hay wains carried on multi-spoked wheels with iron rims,
out of the Eanam Brewery every morning to hiss and puff their way up and
down Blackburn’s hills.

In the 1920s, however, most breweries decided to put their dray horses out
to grass and to adopt motor transport. Thwaites too, moved with the times
and in 1927, the last of its Shire horses were led out of the Brewery for the
last time to ‘grass’.



The Thwaites Shire horses were re-introduced in 1960 through the
persistence of our past Managing Director, Mr David Kay. His quest began
in 1957 when he suggested that the horses were re-introduced partly for
deliveries and partly for shows, carnivals and publicity.

On Mayday in 1960 the first two Shire horses were led out of the smart new
Thwaites stables and yard by two draymen. It was a decision that has
become a major landmark for the Brewery as the fame of the Thwaites Shire
has spread throughout the country, embodying the traditional values that are
such an important part of the company’s heritage.

2010 is the 50t Anniversary of the re-introduction of the Shires back to the
Brewery and many events are being planned throughout the year. It is also
the 25" year that the Shire horses were given the Freedom of Blackburn.
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HIRE CHARGES 2009/10

Sthire [orse Team

Hire charges are. £280 per event

If more than a 1 day event and the shire team need to
stop overnight a mileage charge will also be incurred
of 50pence per mile

On confirmation of your booking, an invoice will be
sent you for the amount specified

Dimensions of both the horse box and trailer are:

100ft parking space is required
Width of the vehicles is 8ft

Weight of horse box, although classed as 18 ton does
not weigh this amount

Weight of the trailer is 3 Y2 ton

TO BOOK:

Please contact Christine Robinson, Customer
Support Manager on 01254 686854/mobile 07967
682743, alternatively return the attached booking
form in the pre-paid envelope or e-mail

christinerobinson@danielthwaites.com




BOOKING FORM

Sthire [orse Team

E-mall adareS S ..t teee a
DETAILS REQUIRED OF EVENT TAKING PLACE:

Please return your form to

Christine Robinson, Daniel Thwaites Plc, PO Box 50, Star Brewery, Blackburn,
Lancashire BB1 5BU



